Tecknobogy designer Greks Colgan
MeMcaniniegrals ausey sy elsim and
devicn n your bomae ina nelbeork con-
trolied lresm one discreet panel—or cell

phone,

Control Freaks

Whether you're a
techie or not,
you'll want to

mieat tha woman
who is changing

the way people
run their homes.

BY SCOTT
PRUDEN

HMOERAPH 8

na rehubbed single-femily house in Wikmingon,
Ill:l':' technology we only dreamed ol as kids s be-
ing realized.

Ihie new fubure, on ||:'.|'|I:|l. inside Besoned the
Studs, I8 a home aufomation gystem so discreet,
il's almost invisihle, o system thal uses off-the-shelf
technology and tntoitive, Web-hosed design to let
anyone who can use o computer or high-end mobile
e et & troe oaster ol his doeamain

Frow @ atnle mwsudlor oF rermide coitial such as
a laptop computer. a homeswmer con adnest o whole
hinise mstio mrd video systerm, heating and air condi
thgning, security canernd and beormetrie lngerprin
seanmers, [ightines—even blbvlual clectrieal outlets

That mewns Uil CHIN BQY 00 tha 'I'n.-uh:.'-::lll:n_'-'r amsd
her boyirend while you're at the gala, crank the
hzat wien vour return Qight landa, or start thot cos
sernde in the microwave before you leave Lhe affice,

one ara the racks of black-faced components
with digital displays amnd bouncing equalizer hars
Hamware that wus once exposed 18 carefully hid

den in dedicated spaces that are easily ncoessed,
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bl rermoved [rom view. Remole conbrols are e
duiesd from dozens Lo a dngle masier,

Thaot's a big thing that | pride myselfl on. [ can do
this in histors homas, | have done this sort of work
in kst Imli-el:lng-. s | cen ke it as evident or
nol evident as amvbody wants,” savs owner and head
engineer Greta Colgomn, °1 bulld in this stuff n ways
that you don 't even have to know it s there,”

Colgan taps a louch screen in the [iving room,
Within seconds, a viden begins o play on a flat-
screen TV above & custom fireplace, andio starts to
hum from surround-seunid speakers overbead, th
E||_:I1I'\. chim. ond o dormant Zen table fountain bar
bles o Fife A e tapes Lnter, the Hghts have changsd
nzain, the video has dimmed and muske, stored on
aniPod in the rear entry, Alls the house

Yoi each room still muimtains s ow 1'.I|-__rI1I|r.{_'||n|_'I
mislio control, as well ns the ability to choose audio
and video from dedicaied servers and household
commeters. That means Dad can listen to the Eagles
in the dien whils ﬂ'hlp s jumming The Killers in his
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